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Rachel Carson Refuge expanded
Conservancy buys $2.7 million property
M
ark M
cC
allum
The Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy has purchased 315 
acres of waterfront property in Saco as 
a proposed addition to the Rachel 
Carson National Wildlife Refuge.
The parcel, known as Ocean Wood 
Estates, is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s top acquisition priority for 
the Rachel Carson Refuge. Earlier this 
year, at the request of the Service, the 
Conservancy negotiated an option to 
purchase the property. In doing so, we 
took the calculated risk that federal 
funds would soon be appropriated to 
meet the $2.7 million price.
By August 9, the date the Conser­
vancy’s option was due to expire, fed­
eral funding was still in doubt. Never­
theless, the Maine Chapter’s Board of 
Trustees voted to exercise the option 
rather than risk losing the property to 
development.
The acreage is part of a 475-acre 
parcel which, as recently as 1986, had 
been planned as a community of almost 
900 dwelling units plus a school, fir 
station, store, office park, inn and 
conference center. After the Conser­
vancy placed the land under option, 
zoning changes and a new sewer line at 
the land’s border made the property 
even more valuable for development. 
Nevertheless, the 14 co-owners coop­
erated to help protect the parcel.
'T’ve lived here all my life, and I was 
greatly concerned to try to preserve 
open space,” said Mark McCallum,
ge two'MAINE STATE LIBRARY1
NOV 17 1989
Rachel Carson 
Refuge expanded
from page one
President of Ocean Wood Associates 
and one of the owners.
Among the current residents who 
will continue to enjoy the pines, hard­
woods and 44 acres of marsh that 
cover the property are scores of animal 
species and thousands of migratory 
shore birds. Blanding’s turtle (Emydoi- 
dea blandingii), listed as endangered in 
Maine, inhabits the freshwater marsh 
area.
The tract, located along Goosefare 
Brook, is the largest undeveloped parcel 
currently available for addition to the 
Rachel Carson National Wildlife Ref­
uge. The refuge consists of nine divi­
sions spaced at intervals along 45 miles 
of the southern Maine coastline from 
Kittery to Cape Elizabeth.
Ocean Wood Estates
Late news
As this issue went to press, 
the House and Senate Interior 
Appropriations Conference 
Committee had just approved 
$2.4 million for land acquisition 
at the Rachel Carson National 
Wildlife Refuge. The appropri­
ation will cover most, but not 
all, of the Conservancy’s costs 
in buying Ocean Woods Estates. 
In addition to purchase and 
transaction expenses, the Con­
servancy will incur interest on 
funds borrowed to complete the 
purchase and to hold the prop­
erty until the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service can acquire the 
balance. Depending on interest 
rates and the timing of federal 
purchases, it is anticipated that 
the Conservancy will still have 
to recover well in excess of 
$200,000.
It is expected that the Conser­
vancy will sell most of the 
Ocean Wood Estates acreage to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser­
vice this winter, retaining the 
balance in hopes that additional 
federal funding will be appro­
priated next year.
Rachel Carson Memorial 
Conference
The Maine Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy joined the Boothbay 
Region Land Trust in the Rachel Carson 
Memorial Conference on September 
20 and 21, 1989 at the Newagen 
Seaside Inn in Southport. The confer­
ence, coordinated by Jennifer Logan of 
Boothbay Harbor, marked a quarter­
century since the naturalist’s death.
Barbara St. John Vickery, the chap­
ter’s Director of Science and Steward­
ship, was one of four speakers on a 
panel, "The Conservation Movement 
in Maine.” Other panels discussed 
Rachel Carson Salt Pond Preserve
"Oceanography in the Gulf of Maine,” 
Pesticide Use over the Past Century,” 
and "Women in Science.”
Rachel Carson’s books, including 
Silent Spring, helped awaken the public 
to the importance of ecology. She was a 
founder and honorary chairman of the 
Maine chapter of The Nature Conser­
vancy. Through her estate she provided 
a generous bequest to the chapter for 
the purpose of providing stewardship 
to its coastal and island preserves. In 
her honor, all Conservancy preserves 
in Maine bordering salt water (including 
45 islands) are referred to collectively 
as the Rachel Carson Seacoast Preserve 
System.
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Next month, you will receive the Maine Chapter’s Annual Appeal. 
Last month, you received an annual 
appeal from the Conservancy’s national 
office. What’s going on here?
It has been a longstanding Conser­
vancy policy to decentralize our fund 
raising to the greatest degree possible. 
Each unit of the organization is respon­
sible for raising most of its own operat­
ing budget, and funds are raised sep­
arately for land acquisition projects or 
other programs. Membership dues are 
split equally between local chapters 
and the national organization.
Internally, this policy means that we 
run a tight ship; as most of the people 
who spend money also have to raise it, 
costs are watched closely.
Externally, this policy provides do­
nors with the opportunity to determine 
which specific aspects of the Conser­
vancy’s complex overall mission they 
wish to support financially. It also 
means you get a lot of mail.
We encourage Maine Chapter mem­
bers to support the national organiza­
tion’s annual appeal. Many functions 
essential to the good management of 
any organization (e.g., finance, account­
ing, auditing, data processing, person­
nel, legal, training, etc.) are performed 
for the chapters by the national office, 
much more effectively and efficiently 
than if each chapter had to provide 
those services for itself. In addition, 
the national annual appeal supports 
four regional offices which provide 
the expertise of senior staff specialists 
in science, land acquisition, steward­
ship and other fields to individual state 
chapters, including ours.
While we couldn’t do our job with­
out the help of the national and regional 
offices, they couldn’t do the Conser­
vancy’s work in Maine without a strong 
state chapter. And, as the Maine Chap­
ter’s Annual Appeal accounts for al­
most 25 per cent of our operating 
budget, it’s clearly essential to our 
ability to get the job done.
All contributions to the Maine Chap­
ter Annual Appeal are used directly 
and entirely in Maine. And, while 
some people prefer to give directly to 
land acquisition projects, gifts to our 
operations budget represent a 'best 
buy’ opportunity.
Consider this: if we manage to nego­
tiate the purchase of a piece of property 
for half its appraised value, donors to 
that project get leverage of 1 to 1, or 
double their money. Not bad! But 
during the 1988-89 fiscal year, the 
Maine Chapter protected approximate­
ly $6 million worth of property for 
which you, the members, didn’t have 
to pay a dime.
No, it wasn’t done with smoke and 
mirrors! Six of the properties involved, 
worth over $1 million, were gifts from 
generous landowners. Five others, 
worth approximately $5 million, were 
purchases on behalf of state and federal 
conservation agencies for which we 
will ultimately be reimbursed... we 
hope!
While you, the members, weren’t 
asked to contribute directly to the pur­
chase of those properties, they didn’t 
protect themselves. In virtually every 
case, the Maine Chapter incurred sig­
nificant costs for biological assessment, 
negotiations (frequently prolonged and 
difficult), surveys, title work, legal 
fees, etc. The return on investment is 
terrific, but making these projects hap­
pen still requires a lot of cash.
The ancient Greek mathematician, 
inventor (and closet conservationist) 
Archimedes, once said, "Give me a 
lever long enough...and single-handed 
I can move the world.” We can provide 
the leverage, but we need your hands- 
on help to move a little more of the 
earth into protected status. Please re­
spond as generously as you can to the 
Maine Chapter Annual Appeal.
Wilbur Neck on Cobscook Bay in Pem­
broke. In cooperation with the Maine De­
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wild­
life, the Conservancy has completed the 
purchase of a 230-acre tract here that 
includes a bald eagle nesting site as well 
as prime water fowl and upland habitat. 
(See "Two Cobscook Bay parcels tar­
geted” in the June, 1989, issue of Maine 
Legacy.)
Jim
 D
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Stewardship
Never a dull moment
The Maine Chapter Stewardship pro­
gram now tracks over 400 volunteers 
on a computerized database. These 
people donate their services in a variety 
of ways essential to the smooth function­
ing of the stewardship program; they 
act as preserve and easement monitors, 
serve on local preserve stewardship 
committees, lead field trips, monitor 
rare plant populations, and join in 
preserve workdays. Chapter staff are 
the first to say, "Couldn’t do it without 
them.”
In particular, we rely on those volun­
teers who live nearby, or who regularly 
visit our preserves, to keep us informed 
of what’s up on our properties. There 
is really no way that our stewardship 
staff alone could monitor every one of 
our 79 preserves and 26 easements.
We thought you might be interested 
to hear a few examples of events that 
have taken place on Conservancy prop­
erty during the past year. In nearly all 
of these cases it was our volunteer stew­
ards who brought these events, whether 
tragic, dismaying or delightful, to our 
attention.
Would you believe...
• A four-seater Sierra airplane crashed 
on a 45-acre preserve in Woolwich;
• Two inmates from a local prison 
work crew escaped while clearing brush 
on a Conservancy preserve downeast;
• A dozen men in camouflage laden 
with military gear set up camp on a 
popular island preserve;
• Two unauthorized trails were blazed 
and painted through a pristine forested 
preserve, and another marked to a rare 
plant location in a fragile bog.
• A helicopter landed on a sea-bird 
nesting island; the U.S. Coast Guard 
made a midnight raid on another off­
shore island in search of suspected 
drug traffickers.
• The caretaker’s cabin at a highly 
visited preserve was seriously van­
dalized;
• Dumping of potentially toxic mate­
rials occurred at a large preserve har­
boring numerous endangered species; 
a car was abandoned on an old woods 
road at another preserve.
• Peat-mining machinery was moved 
into place on a peatland abutting a 
Conservancy preserve;
But, fortunately, sometimes the news 
is good:
• A new rare plant species was found 
on a property protected by the Conser­
vancy—within inches of off-road 
vehicle tracks;
• A bald eagle re-established a nest on 
an island preserve known to be a 
historic eagle nest site;
• An important inholding providing 
valuable buffer to a preserve came up 
for sale.
So don’t think we don’t need you! 
We not only need you, we depend on 
you; we hope you will pick up that 
phone and give us a call if you think 
that there is something we should 
know about. —Julie Henderson
And thanks!
To those at Damariscove island who 
substituted for our regular caretakers, 
a heartfelt thanks:
Dick Hammond and Robin Hollis,
Boothbay
Peter Frewen and Margaret Rice,
Auburn
Jon Luoma, Aina
Tom and Florence Shoener, Litchfield
Stewardship staff members Rita Haberman, Julie Henderson and Jeanne Desjardins in the field
Please be patient
For all of you who have generously 
offered to volunteer your time to the 
Chapter since the beginning of the year 
(at last count we had received approx­
imately 25 new volunteer forms), please 
don’t give up on us. We have finally 
developed a computerized system to 
track all of our volunteers, which 
should help us make the best use of 
you who are willing and able to lend a 
hand.
While we will do our best to match 
up people with the right project, it can 
be difficult to find something for every­
one, especially if a would-be volunteer 
does not live near our Topsham office 
or one of our preserves. And while the 
Chapter does benefit from the assist­
ance of volunteers, we must balance 
this gain with the amount of staff time 
spent on training and supervision.
So if you haven’t heard from us, be 
assured that you are on our list. We 
appreciate your offer to help out, and 
will call you as soon as a need becomes 
apparent. If you are really anxious to 
volunteer, give us a call and remind us!
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Gifts of land from generous donors and cooperative ventures with other agencies 
and organizations were two factors that enabled 
the Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
to complete protection of seven projects, totaling 
634 acres, during the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1989. Another four properties, encompassing 
over 1,500 acres, were put under option or 
contract. Together, these 11 sites have an esti­
mated value of approximately $6 million, but 
their ecological worth is priceless.
The gift lands represent a range of habitats, 
from a cedar swamp that is home to many 
northern or sub-arctic plant species, to an island 
home for bald eagles.
Among the cooperative projects, two stand 
out because they are part of the first joint effort 
by Maine’s public and private land conservation 
organizations to implement a protection strategy 
for important wetlands and waterfowl habitat 
throughout the state. Another, Kennebunk 
Plains, is a model of public-private cooperation, 
since it gained the support of many local groups 
and state agencies as the Land for Maine’s Future 
program’s first acquisition.
Cooperation was also the key word when the 
Maine Natural Heritage Program, a continuously 
updated inventory of biologically significant 
lands developed by the Conservancy over the 
past five years, was transferred to state govern­
ment. Recognition of the Conservancy’s contri­
bution came in the form of a letter of appreciation 
from Governor John R. McKernan, Jr. and a 
joint resolution of the Maine Legislature.
Earlier in the fiscal year, the Maine Chapter 
had received recognition from the state in the 
form of a Critical Areas Program Award. The 
Chapter was also honored to receive the 1989
Preble Island
Western Brothers Island
1988-89
Down East magazine Environmental Award. In 
June, an award from the Environmental Protec­
tion Agency specifically honored the outstanding 
volunteer services and financial support of the 
members of the Maine Chapter.
Making good use of volunteer energy and 
expertise is one of the ways that the Chapter’s 
relatively small stewardship staff is able to 
maintain efficient supervision of an increasingly 
large number of preserves, easements and trans­
ferred lands. Because money is also essential, the 
success of the $100,000 stewardship fund- 
raising campaign for Damariscove Island was an 
important achievement.
Among the other activities from the past year 
that have potential future benefit is the time 
devoted by the Chapter director to serving as 
one of three Maine representatives on the Gover­
nor’s Task Force on Northern Forest Lands. 
Another is the increased concern for international 
conservation, exemplified by the Chapter’s finan­
cial support of a Costa Rican conservation 
organization and by training provided to the 
director of the Conservancy’s partner program 
in Paraguay.
With increasing pressure from development 
threatening Maine’s natural areas and rare species, 
the mission of the Chapter is more urgent and 
challenging than ever before. Using both tradi­
tional and innovative approaches, including co­
operation with other organizations, the Maine 
Chapter’s staff and members will continue to 
work together to meet the challenges.
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LAND PROTECTION
Kennebunk Plains
Kennebunk
Authorized by the Land for Maine’s 
Future Board as its first official project, 
this well known property protects a 
dozen species which are rare, endan­
gered, or of special concern in Maine. 
The parcel is currently under contract 
to the Conservancy, with closing ex­
pected to occur this winter pending a 
survey of the land.
Wilbur Neck
Pembroke
Identified as a top acquisition priority 
for the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan in Maine, this 230- 
acre acquisition on Dennys Bay pro­
vides outstanding habitat for both 
waterfowl and bald eagles. The pur­
chase was funded in part by the National 
Fish and Wildlife Federation in coop­
eration with the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to which 
the parcel will later be transferred for 
long-term management.
Taunton Bay
Hancock
Taunton Bay is one of the richest 
estuaries along the Maine coast, pro­
viding habitat for several pairs of bald 
eagles and thousands of migratory sea­
birds and shorebirds. The Conser­
vancy’s 105-acre purchase includes a 
mile of shorefront and two bald eagle 
nests. The site, known as Schoodic 
Overlook, will be transferred to the 
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife for long-term manage­
ment.
Western Brothers Island
Jonesport
One of the gems of the downeast 
coast, Western Brothers Island is both 
a landmark and an important habitat 
for seabirds and several rare plants. Put 
under contract to the Conservancy in 
the spring, the island will be transferred 
to the Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife this fall as part of a joint 
effort to protect key wildlife islands on 
the coast.
South Lubec Sand Bar
Lubec
Each year thousands of shorebirds 
descend on the South Lubec Sand Bar 
to rest and feed during their annual 
migration. In addition to being one of 
the most important shorebird staging 
areas in Maine, this mile-long barrier 
beach also provides valuable access to 
rich clam flats. The property was op­
tioned by the Conservancy as part of 
its Cobscook Bay initiative; closing is 
expected in the fall.
St. Clair Preserve
Northport
A gift of 52 acres from a Swiss couple 
has enlarged the Conservancy’s St. 
Clair Preserve to over 300 acres in size. 
The preserve now encompasses the 
northeast slope of Ducktrap Mountain, 
and nearly the entire shoreline of 
Knight’s Pond, a pristine pond less than 
two miles from Penobscot Bay. Knight’s 
Pond is home to a stand of globally 
threatened Atlantic white cedar.
Morse Mountain/Seawall Beach
Phippsburg
The Small Point Association gener­
ously gave The Nature Conservancy 
and Bates College a management license 
on their property on Seawall Beach, 
which abuts the Bates-Morse Mountain 
Coastal Research Area. Seawall Beach, 
one of Maine’s few undeveloped barrier 
beaches, is home to two critically en­
dangered birds—piping plovers and 
least terns—which will benefit from 
this management agreement.
Dram Island viewed from Preble Island
Preble Island
Sorrento
Two decades after donating Dram 
Island to the Conservancy, former 
national Board of Governors member 
Bayard Ewing and his extended family 
completed the protection of Sorrento 
Harbor’s entrance with a gift of 75- 
acre Preble Island. Located in the midst 
of prime bald eagle habitat in upper 
Frenchman Bay, the island is a historic 
nest site for this endangered raptor.
Seal Cove
Tremont
A long-time friend of The Nature 
Conservancy, Lisa Von Borowsky, 
made a gift of 76 acres in Tremont, 
completing a series of donations which 
help protect much of Seal Cove. This 
parcel lies within the boundary of 
Acadia National Park.
Hussey Mountain
Shapleigh
A new 265-acre preserve in Shapleigh 
will protect one of the world’s largest 
known populations of the small 
whorled pogonia, one of the rarest 
wild orchids in New England. After 
discovering the endangered plants, the 
Patten Corporation agreed to donate 
the property, which had been slated for 
subdivision.
Perham Bog
Perham
A gift of 37 acres by Richard and 
Susan Clark has helped preserve an 
unusual calcareous swamp in northern 
Maine. The Perham Bog Preserve shel­
ters five rare and endangered plant 
species, including three species of 
orchids.
The Maine Chapter of 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Nature Conservancy is an inter­
national, nonprofit conservation 
organization which devotes its resources 
to identifying, protecting and managing 
biologically significant natural areas 
and the variety of life dependent upon 
them. To date, the Conservancy and its 
members have been responsible for the 
preservation of over 3,825,000 acres 
of forests, marshes, prairies, deserts, 
mountains, and islands. The Conser­
vancy obtains virtually all of its support 
through private, tax-deductible contri­
butions.
Since its founding in 1956, the Maine 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
has protected over 50,000 acres of 
Maine’s finest natural lands. In recent 
years, it has protected several million 
dollars worth of property annually. 
Most lands acquired are retained by 
the Chapter; some, however, are subse­
quently transferred to municipal, state 
and federal agencies for conservation 
and recreational purposes.
With the help of more than 13,000 
individual, corporate and foundation 
supporters, the Maine Chapter has 
assembled the largest system of privately 
owned nature preserves in the state. Its 
holdings include Maine’s single largest 
seabird nesting colony (home to 20 
percent of the state’s entire nesting 
seabird population); New England’s 
largest great blue heron rookery; more 
than a dozen bald eagle nesting sites; 
and several old-growth forests. Several 
preserves, including 4,100-acre Crystal 
Bog, protect nationally endangered rare 
plants. The Chapter has protected 45 
coastal islands, making it the largest 
private owner of islands in Maine.
Each year, an estimated 30,000 
people visit the Chapter’s preserves, 
on their own or as participants in the 
Chapter’s guided field trips. Nature 
study, picnicking, birdwatching, and 
other appropriate recreational activities 
are allowed on most of the Chapter’s 
preserves. An illustrated guide to 60 
preserves, including maps and natural 
history information, is available from 
the Chapter office in Topsham.
The Nature Conservancy 
is committed to 
the preservation of 
global diversity.
Jerry Bley/N
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FINANCES
Taunton Bay
The continuing support of the Con­
servancy’s members and friends per­
mitted the Maine Chapter to have 
another strong fiscal year, ending firmly 
in the black.
Comparison with the figures in last 
year’s Annual Report is difficult be­
cause those figures reflected a one­
time, 18-month accounting period oc­
casioned by a shift in The Nature 
Conservancy’s fiscal year. Efforts to 
'scale back’ last year’s figures to a 12- 
month equivalent are fraught with ac­
counting perils because both income 
and expenses vary significantly from 
month to month. However, with that 
caveat, it appears that, during the 1988- 
89 fiscal year, expenses increased by 
approximately 16 percent, while in­
come increased by approximately 24 
percent.
The excess of income over expenses 
for the 1988-89 fiscal year has been 
transferred by the Board of Trustees to 
the Chapter’s Operating Reserve Ac­
count, a 'ready fund’ which can be 
applied to emergency land purchases 
or other unanticipated land conserva­
Douglas Mountain
tion opportunities. (Because of addi­
tional staff and other increased costs, 
estimated income is expected to 
exceed budgeted expenses in the 
1989-90 fiscal year by less than five 
percent.)
Clearly, the Chapter’s capacity to 
protect the best examples of Maine’s 
natural heritage is directly dependent 
on our financial resources. We are 
grateful to all those who, once again, 
provided what we needed to get the job 
done.
The following charts break down 
the Chapter’s operating income and 
expenses for fiscal 1988-89. They are 
estimates derived from preliminary fi­
nancial reports. They do not include 
major capital expenditures (e.g., land 
purchases); nor do they include the 
value of cash donations to land acquisi­
tion and/or stewardship campaigns 
(e.g., Damariscove Island), or the value 
of donated properties.
A complete, audited financial state­
ment for The Nature Conservancy will 
be available later this year.
Income
1988-1989(12 months)
$770,091
Endowments 24%
Annual Appeal 24%
Land Preservation Fund 18%
Membership Dues 15%
Contracts and User Fees 8%
Miscellaneous and Other* 6%
Special Gifts
and Foundation Grants 5%
‘Includes:
Interest on Operating Balances 3%
Trade Lands (Overhead and Interest) 1% 
Annual Meeting Income 1%
Headquarters Subsidy 1%
Expenses
1988-1989 (12 months)
$604,991
Protection 28%
Science and Stewardship 27%
Membership Services 13%
Heritage 12%
Development 11%
Administration 9%
Seawall Beach—piping plovers and least terns
The beach at Seawall is in a con­stant state of change. Over one and 
a half miles long, bounded by the 
Sprague River at the southwest end 
and the Morse River at the northeast 
end, its shape is affected by wave 
action, river currents, wind, weather 
and seasonal disturbances.
The mouth of the Morse River is 
like a dog’s tail, twitching this way and 
that. This year it cut off the area of 
Seawall Beach traditionally used by 
nesting least terns. The terns therefore 
chose to nest across the Morse River at 
Popham Beach State Park where they 
found the broad, flat, sandy area, with 
little or no vegetation, that provides 
ideal least tern habitat.
Thirty-six nesting pairs began incu­
bation in June. On June 28th, half the 
nests were destroyed by a fox. Once it 
was realized that there was a predator 
problem, chicken wire exclosures were 
erected around most of the remaining 
nests.
After the predation at Popham, many 
of the least terns renested on a long, 
narrow sand spit recently formed off 
the east end of Seawall. High tides in 
May had washed over the spit, but it 
was hoped that the eggs laid in July 
would hatch before any tides could get 
them.
In all, there were 16 nesting attempts 
on the spit between July 4th and 
August 3rd. As many as possible of 
these nests were fenced with chicken 
wire. Tides washed out several nests. 
As chicks hatched, the adults coaxed 
them to a higher area, far out on the 
spit, but unfortunately, beyond the 
protection of the fencing. On August 
11, all the chicks and two remaining 
nests were raided by a predator.
Meanwhile, on the south front of 
the beach, six pairs of terns began 
incubating eggs and hatching chicks. 
However, all the least terns at Seawall 
were renesters, and therefore were 
behind schedule. On August 25th the 
remaining nests were deserted, leaving 
only one adult tern and its fledgling 
behind. In addition to the one fledgling 
from Seawall, Popham produced one 
and Reid four. As of this writing, these 
six were the only least tern fledglings 
reported statewide.
Piping plovers fared better this year 
than last. There were nine nesting pairs 
at Seawall in May. Three of these 
moved to other sites when their early 
attempts suffered from predation.
Like least terns, plovers nest in 
shallow scrapes in the sand. Unlike the 
terns, who nest in colonies, the plovers 
nest singly with at least 120 meters 
between nests.
Because of heavy predation in 1988, 
avian-proof wire exclosures were erect­
ed around each nest as soon as it was 
found. Incubation was successful for 
five of six nests; one was abandoned in 
mid-incubation, probably due to heavy 
pedestrian traffic nearby.
Of 36 eggs laid, 22 hatched. Eleven 
of these chicks disappeared shortly 
after leaving their exclosures, but eleven 
survived to fledge. Thirty-eight piping 
plovers fledged statewide in 1989.
Exclosures were very successful in 
protecting both least tern and piping 
plover eggs from predation during the 
incubation. If only we could convince 
the chicks to stay inside the fence or 
convince the predators, dogs and people 
to stay away from the chicks!
The Nature Conservancy deeply ap­
preciates the help of volunteers this 
summer. It took many hands to trans­
port, set up,and take down the fencing. 
In addition, many people served as 
substitute wardens on the beach. Thank 
you to the following groups and 
individuals:
—National Audubon Society’s group 
and staff from Hog Island
—several members of the Maine Chap­
ter of the Appalachian Mountain Club 
—participants of the Conservancy’s 
and Mid-coast Audubon’s Seawall field 
trips
—Dana Michaud, Bob Proctor, Teede 
Bergstrom, Macky Bennett, Gayle 
Briggs, Joe Sukaskas, Al and Tony 
Autzus, Liz Webster, Ed Friedman, 
Grant Connors, George Sargeant, 
Nancy Chandler, Rita Haberman, Rich­
ard Knox and friend Robin, Deirdre 
Whitehead, Bill and John Blood, Sam 
Morris.
The Conservancy is also very grateful 
for a grant from the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Non­
game and Endangered Species program 
and for contributions from the Small 
Point Association, owners of Seawall 
Beach, whose support made this year’s 
expanded fencing and monitoring 
efforts possible.
—Sue Blood
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Landing at Preble Island (donated to the Conservancy in December, 1988)
Josselyn Botanical Society
We are grateful to the membership of 
the Josselyn Botanical Society for their 
generous $300 grant to be used for 
stewardship of our Perham Bog Pre­
serve in northern Aroostook County. 
Meeting in July, 1989, at Presque Isle, 
more than 100 members of the Society 
approved the grant as the first in a series 
of annual donations to worthwhile 
causes that are in keeping with the 
Society’s goals.
Just a reminder
Preserve, easement and transfer 
monitoring reports are due October 1. 
If you haven’t sent yours in yet, please 
do so now! And if you have, thanks.
New monitors
Numerous readers responded to our 
request for additional preserve/ease- 
ment monitors. We welcome your 
assistance.
A la mode(m)
Thanks to David Forney of Cam­
bridge, Mass, for his generous donation 
of a Codex 2400-baud modem that 
considerably speeds our receipt of com­
puter data by telephone from our 
national office.
Even lobsters 
get the blues
An estimated one in four million 
lobsters is blue in color because of a 
genetic quirk. Last year Sam Chapman, 
a researcher at the University of Maine’s 
Darling Center in Walpole, raised over 
5,000 blue lobsters in a hatchery and, 
when they were two weeks old, released 
them into the water near the Conser­
vancy’s Damariscove Island Preserve. 
This year he found some of them 
thriving, grown from thumbnail size to 
the size of a twenty-five-cent piece. 
Tune in next year for the next episode 
in this scientific (and potentially culi­
nary) saga.
Damariscove Island 
campaign completed
In the last issue of this newsletter we reported that we were within $ 10,000 
of completing our $100,000 campaign 
to provide a stewardship endowment 
for Damariscove Island.
Less than a week after that issue 
went to press we received notification 
of a $10,000 "capstone” grant from 
the Joan Whitney and Charles Shipman 
Payson Charitable Foundation. The 
foundation, established in 1987 by 
John W. Payson of Falmouth, is admin­
istered by the Maine Community Foun­
dation. The grant, which will be paid 
out over a three-year period, reflects 
the Payson Foundation’s interests in 
Maine’s maritime history and in coastal 
conservation.
Commenting on the grant, Chapter 
Chairperson Sherry Huber said, "We’re 
very grateful to the Payson Foundation 
for bringing the Damariscove Island 
campaign to a successful conclusion. 
Their generosity will help protect this 
exceptional natural area and historic 
site for future generations.”
In response to the previous news­
letter, several individuals also made 
generous contributions to the Damaris­
cove campaign. As the goal included 
no provision for the costs of waging 
this year-and-a-half long campaign 
(approximately $5,000), these supple­
mentary gifts will assure that the full 
$100,000 needed will, in fact, be 
available.
Our sincere thanks to the hundreds 
of individuals, foundations and cor­
porations whose generous gifts made 
this campaign a success. Special thanks 
to Maine Chapter Trustee George Coch­
rane of West Southport, our very 
effective volunteer campaign chairman; 
to Director of Science and Stewardship 
Barbara St. John Vickery, who bore 
primary staff responsibility for the cam­
paign; and to Ruth Ann Hill, former 
Communications Coordinator, for 
elegant campaign materials.
—Mason Morfit
Short-tailed shrew by Gabriel Willow
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Memorial Gifts
Gifts in memory of the following 
individuals have been received by the 
Maine chapter:
Gregory Baker
Norman Beals
Don Carrigan
Caroline P. Fisher
Alfred H. Gledhill
Forrest Grafton
Elijah R. Howe
Martin T. Kane, Jr.
Richard Mintz
Paul Morgan
Aram Mougalian
John C. Page
Mabel Waterhouse
New life members
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the 
Maine Chapter Land Preservation Fund 
provides a life membership for the 
donor and spouse in The Nature Con­
servancy. All such gifts furnish a long­
term source of support to help save 
land here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new 
life members:
Mrs. Norman W. Doudiet
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick G. Kilgour
Dr. and Mrs. Hadley Parrot
Corporate members
An annual gift of $100 or more 
qualifies a business as a corporate 
member of the Maine Chapter. We 
are pleased to have received support 
from the following:
Digital Corporation
Holmes Distributors
Proprietors of Union Wharf
Quality Tree Growth
Corporate associate
We are grateful for the support of 
the J. M. Huber Corporation as a 
Corporate Associate of The Nature 
Conservancy. A corporation becomes 
a Corporate Associate upon contrib­
uting between $1,000 and $10,000 
annually to the Conservancy’s opera­
tions.
Organizational support
We are pleased to receive support 
from the following organizations:
Josselyn Botanical Society
Old Bristol Garden Club
Western Brothers Island (purchased by the Conservancy in July, 1989)
Not to be used for 
navigational purposes
Of course you noticed, but you were 
too polite to mention, that the island 
pictured on page 3 of the August issue 
was not Western Brothers at all, but 
Schoodic!
Twelve-spot skimmer by Gabriel Willow
A fine line
Four artists responded to our "Help 
Wanted” notice in the last issue. One, 
11-year-old Gabriel Willow, sent in 
four drawings of Maine fauna, some of 
which appear in this issue. Thanks, 
Gabriel! Lucinda Wallace of Vinal- 
haven and Lorraine DeMichele of Cam­
den, are both graphic artists. Pauline 
Hahn of South Portland is an amateur 
artist and wildflower photographer.
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Give us 
your stocks— 
we appreciate 
them
Are you the target of a take­
over? Why sell (or redeem) and 
pay capital gains taxes? Your gift 
of appreciated stock to The 
Nature Conservancy will fund 
natural area protection and con­
tribute to the preservation of 
our planet’s biotic diversity. 
And you will enjoy the tax 
advantages of a charitable gift.
It’s easy. By working with 
banks and brokerage houses, 
the Conservancy’s finance 
department can transact a gift of 
stock quickly and inexpensively... 
so your gift will have as much 
impact as possible.
Consider a gift of stock to 
The Nature Conservancy. For 
more information, please call or 
write the Chapter office at P.O. 
Box 338, Topsham, ME 04086, 
tel. (207) 729-5181.
“Word is we’re being held up by a major flight of capital.”
© 1989 The N
ew
 Yorker
"Help keep ’em flying... give to the Annual Appeal”
1988-89
Annual Report Issue
New preserve guide
Watch your mail for an an­
nouncement about an all-new 
guide to the Maine chapter’s 
preserves—Maine Forever II.
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